Cerebellar interpositus nucleus lesions disrupt classical nictitating membrane conditioning but not discriminative avoidance learning in rabbits.
Cerebellar interpositus nucleus lesions were given to 14 rabbits trained in two behavioral paradigms; discriminative avoidance conditioning of locomotor behavior and classical nictitating membrane conditioning. Bilateral lesions that prevented acquisition of the classically conditioned response on both the left and right side failed to affect the acquisition or performance of the conditioned discriminative avoidance response. The results are discussed in terms of differences in neural substrates that apparently subserve the two forms of learning.